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Federal Election Commission
Office of the General Counsel
999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463
Re: Amended complaint against Ohio Democratic Party
Dear Commissioners:

This letter constitutes a formal complaint filed under 2 U.S.C. § 437(g)a of the
Federal Election Campaign Act (“FECA”) on behalf of the Ohio Republican Party. It is
our belief, based on the information set out below, that the Ohio Democratic Party (“Ohio
Democrats™) has violated FECA and the Commission’s regulations.

The mail piece attached hereto as Exhibit A was paid for by the Ohio Democrats
and constitutes Federal Election Activity, as defined in 11 C.F.R. § 100.24(b), which is
made apparent by the disclaimers and content of the material. The mail piece promotes
Democrat Sherrod Brown's candidacy for U.S. Senate and Democrat Ted Strickland’s
candidacy for Governor of Ohio. The mail piece’s disclaimer state only “Paid for by the
Ohio Democratic Party.” Neither mail piece nor their disclaimers state whether any
candxdateorcandldate'seommtleemﬂ:onzedtheplece Under the requirements of 11
CFR. § 110.11(b)3), “[i]f the communication...is not authorized by a candidate,
authorized committee of a candidate, or an agent of either of the foregoing, the disclaimer
must clearly state the full name and permanent street address, telephone number, or
World Wide Web address of the person who paid for the communication, and that the
communication is not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee.”

It appears that the Ohio Democrats have either (1) violated 11 CFR. §
110.11(b)(3)’s disclaimer requirements; (2) are attempting to fund this mailing under the
“volunteer activity for party committees” exemption in 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.87, 100.147; or
(3) are attempting to fund this mailing under the “slate card” exemption in 11 C.F.R. §
100.140.
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Assuming the Ohio Democrats have not violated the disclaimer provisions of 11
C.FR. § 110.11(b)3), and that they report these materials as exempt party activitics, 11
C.FR. § 100.147(d) requires such materials to be “distributed by volunteers and not by
commercial or for-profit operations” in order to qualify for the exemption from party
contribution and expenditure limits. The attached commercially produced mail piece,
however, clearly bears a commercially printed label and postage stamp. See Ex. A. This
mail piece does not satisfy the volunteer requirement of 11 CF.R. § 100.147. In the
alternative, if the Ohio Democrats report this mailing as a slate card, 11 C.F.R. 100.140
requires the mailing to list three or more candidates. Since Sherrod Brown and Ted
Strickland are clearly the only Democrat candidates listed, this mail piece does not
qualify for the slate card exemption.

The Ohio Democrats have cither violated 11 C.F.R. § 110.11(b)(3), or failed to
allocate and report the costs of such materials to the Friends of Sherrod Brown committee
as a contribution under 2 U.S.C. § 441a. As a result, it appears the Ohio Democrats may
have made an excessive contribution to Friends of Sherrod Brown.

The above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and
belief.

?ineerely,

Robert T. Bennett
State Chairman

on behalf of the
Ohio Republican Party

Sworn and subscribed to inf(’e R, . Noo s, 5 ONin , by the said
on the 2, nd day of October, 2006.

My commission expires: £-204 - 09




- abessaw e way) puas 03 Aeq uoid|3
13UN 11eM 0] 9ARY 1 UOP NOA




‘11ey Aq 9104 1915ea UaAa 106 1snl a1ninj 19119¢ e 1oy buijop

"U] [lew pue 1o ||y ued nok Ydiym
‘llews Aq 10]jeq [BIPLYO Ue DA} ||,NOA

9WOH WOol4 930A INOA 358D °E

“uj 3 puas pue uopedjjdde 1nok 1no |ji4
uoped)ddy Jnoj uj JIen °C

‘AjIoys sn wioyy
uonedjdde jiey Aq 910/ e dA13d3M ||,NOA
uopjedjjddy 1nop 39D °L

[1eN Aq 3)0A 03 sda)s Ase3 €

Zropsrroe



umolg pouays

"3210pHOM UORRIBUBE-}XBU 3Y] Joj uIP|IYD N0 Aedaid pue abudjjeyd |jIm ey3 sjooyds
$Se|2-PlIOM 0] ssadde apjaoad [im £ay3 pue ‘uopanpoud ABiaua pue ‘uopeaouu ‘djysinaulidanua
u| 6upsaau) Aq yimoub qof puedxa |jim umoig poudys pue pueppuls paj ‘aduepualie abajjod

uj aujpap dieys e uass sey pue sqof 000’007 Ueyl 2I10W 350] sey OJyQ ‘sieak aay 1sed ayl JAAQ

}IOM PUE 3A17 03 32€|d JeaJD) @ OjyQ Bupjew €=

-3bem wnwjuiw 3y} 3sies 0} pue sajjiue) Supom

10} 9613703 3jeay puedxa 01 uejd e aaey A3y | "aJed ajenbape 03 sS330k aaey saljiwe} olyQ |8
[1l3un ssa16u0) Jo sJaquiaw papjaoid syduaq aled Yijeay a4 Y3 3dadde 03 asnjal oym sajepipued
Ajuo ay3 aue pue Aepoy doey siaxiom swajqoid Y3 puelSISpUN UMOIG POLIDYS pUe puepplas pal

sajjjwed sse|)-a|ppIW 40} dn Sujpuels ¢m,

‘Aujiqisuodsas pue ‘Qubajul ‘A1sauoy 3101531 pue “Hpoen uo

oeq sn 136 ‘oY punose uiny jjim A3y | uojleu ay3 uj uSpINQ Xel 1SI0M paIyl 343 Yim sajjiwe} Solyo
Y3| 9AeY pue suoj|jiw s13kedxey 150D jey syealq xe) 31e10diod 03 pud ue ind |im UMmoIg PoLIRYS
PUE PUEPIDLIS Pa) "UORIR3JIP Buoim ay3 Uj ojyO paj dAeY suojjensjulwpy ysng pue el ydnuocd ay|
uojbujysep pue snquinjo)d uj uondnuio) Supybly <=

:01YQ punoJe uinj jjim umoig poliays
pue pueppis pal “49yiabol bunjiop *sanuiod
pa>ejdsiw pue uondniiod ybnous uaas sey o1yo

01YyQ punoJy uinj o0} prey Aq 910/

Ero0scrP06L



"Aareg SpEDOW( OO Y3 4q 10} preg
9807-0225+ HO ILWNNIONIO

L SOTINCKL T 100,5850.20 20200 200 200 206 20C 206 20 20 2 2 7 2 2 K K

_-:=-===—_-__==_=—_._=====—=_—=—-—:-_--_:—__ M—Nm* mo -EJE:—OU

19ang aelg ey 1/Z
Areg spenowa(y oo

03LSINOIY IDINNIS NanNLIY UPWIEL) URIPIY D)

P3N 9\ abuey) syl apinoid
S12D0W( 01yQ

U0l poileys PULEINS Pei]

‘uonedde ey Aq 910/ e buia1ada4 3¢ U0OS ||IM NOA
;32110\ Jueniodwi|

rroosZrroed




